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The Sacramento region has grown from an 

agriculture-based economy in 1895 to a highly 
diversified one that has a leadership role in 
the State and the Nation in high technology, 
entertainment, agriculture, trade, and more. 

The Sacramento region is a growing eco-
nomic force in California, the capital of the 
eighth largest economic power in the world 
and a developing partner within the Pacific 
rim. 

Congratulations as the Sacramento Metro-
politan Chamber of Commerce celebrates its 
centennial anniversary and recognizes 1995 
as a year of reflecting on Sacramento’s past 
and being part of the future. 
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DEMOCRACY’S DICHOTOMY IN 
SLOVAKIA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my concern over recent 
events in Slovakia. 

Since coming to office last winter, members 
of the current ruling coalition in that country 
have repeatedly sought to limit public dis-
course, control public debate, and quash pub-
lic criticism of the government. They have por-
trayed those who disapprove of the govern-
ment’s policies as enemies of an independent 
Slovakia, and those who disagree with Prime 
Minister Meciar are depicted as ‘‘anti-Slovak.’’ 
The media and the right of free expression 
have been special targets of the current re-
gime. 

A few weeks ago, I, along with the co-chair-
man of the Helsinki Commission, Senator 
ALFONSE D’AMATO, and the ranking Members, 
Representative STENY HOYER and Senator 
FRANK LAUTENBERG, sent a letter to Slovak 
Ambassador Lichardus to express our pro-
found concern regarding this trend. Unfortu-
nately, events since then raise even more 
questions about the authorities in Bratislava. I 
would like to mention three specific incidents 
to illustrate my point: 

In late August, the office of Bishop Rudolf 
Balaz was subjected to an unannounced po-
lice search, allegedly in connection with pur-
ported illegal antiquities trading. This intrusion 
came, not coincidentally, after the Bishops 
Conference described Prime Minister Meciar’s 
efforts to oust President Michal Kovac as de-
stabilizing. 

Shortly after that, the President’s son, 
Michal Kovac, Jr. was kidnaped and literally 
dumped in Austria. Moreover, the investigator 
charged with looking into this case was re-
moved from this inquiry after announcing that 
witnesses had been intimidated and there 
were possible links to the security forces. 

Last week, Frantisek Miklosko, the deputy 
chair of the Christian Democratic Party—who 
had been in Washington just a few months 
ago—was beaten up by three thugs in front of 
his home. 

Ironically, Mr. Speaker, as the ruling coali-
tion continues to delay or even reverse the es-
tablishment of democratic institutions and mar-
ket reforms in Slovakia, average Slovak citi-
zens have shown an unprecedented degree of 
activism: tens of thousands of people have 
demonstrated in Bratislava this year, 100,000 

have signed a petition calling for freedom of 
speech, and, after Bishop Balaz’s office was 
searched, 3,000 clerics demonstrated to pro-
test government intimidation of Catholic 
Church officials. 

Mr. Speaker, as parliamentarians reconvene 
in Bratislava for the fall session and once 
again take up legislation that will define the 
pace and parameters of Slovakia’s democratic 
transformation, they might do well to look at a 
chapter from recent Polish history: when 
100,000 people—in a country of only 5 mil-
lion—take to the streets to protest you poli-
cies, you should pay attention. 
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NOTING THE PASSING OF ELMER 
J. WHITING, JR., FIRST BLACK 
CPA IN OHIO 

HON. LOUIS STOKES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I am saddened 
to report the recent death of Elmer J. Whiting, 
Jr., a respected member of the Cleveland 
community. Mr. Whiting passed away on Sep-
tember 15, 1995, at the age of 72. I join his 
colleagues, family, and friends in mourning the 
passing of this distinguished individual. I rise 
today to share with my colleagues some bio-
graphical information regarding Elmer J. Whit-
ing. 

Elmer Whiting, Jr., was a graduate of John 
Adams High School and Howard University. 
He received from Case Western University a 
masters degree in business administration, 
and later earned a law degree from Cleveland- 
Marshall School of Law. During his lifetime, 
Elmer Whiting, Jr., achieved a number of im-
portant firsts. He made history in 1950 when 
he became the first black certified public ac-
countant in the State of Ohio. 

In 1971, Elmer Whiting earned another first, 
by becoming the first African-American to be 
named a partner when he merged his practice 
with Ernst & Ernest. He was an individual who 
was admired by his colleagues throughout the 
Cleveland business community. During his ca-
reer, he was elected to the presidency of the 
American Association of Attorneys-CPAS. 

In addition to is professional career, Mr. 
Whiting maintained an outstanding record of 
service to civic organizations throughout the 
greater Cleveland area. He was the longest 
standing trustee and treasurer of the Eliza 
Bryant Center. Mr. Whiting also served on the 
boards of the Cleveland Playhouse, Karamu 
House, American Institute of Certified Public 
Accounts, and Blacks in Management, just to 
name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, I first met Elmer J. Whiting, 
Jr., when we were both students at Cleveland 
Marshall Law School. He was 2 years behind 
me and attended classes with my brother, 
Carl. Elmer and I got to know one another and 
became good friends. He was an individual 
whom I greatly admired and respected. I recall 
that everyone was very proud of Elmer when 
he became the State’s first black certified pub-
lic accountant. I also recall that both Elmer 
and his wife, Carmel, were active in Carl’s first 
campaign for mayor of Cleveland. 

Shortly after coming to Congress, I had oc-
casion to work with Elmer and the trustees at 
the Eliza Bryant Center. I supported their ef-

forts to obtain additional funding to expand the 
facility. This facility was a real work of love for 
Elmer, and he devoted many hours to its oper-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, the passing of Elmer J. Whit-
ing, Jr., brings to a close a life committee to 
serving others. Those of us who had the privi-
lege of knowing Elmer will always remember 
him as a pioneer and champion. I take this op-
portunity to extend my deepest sympathy to 
Carmel. I also extend my sympathy to Elmer’s 
sons, Elmer J. III; David; Steven; and other 
members of the Whiting family. We hope that 
they will find comfort in knowing that our pray-
ers are with them during this difficult period, 
and that others share their loss. 
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THE RCRA 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, on Sep-
tember 14, I introduced a bill to correct a prob-
lem which has caused great difficulty for in-
dustry in general, and the wood preserving in-
dustry in particular. Wood preserving is an im-
portant industry in my home State of Georgia, 
as well as in the home States of many of the 
bill’s co-sponsors. 

Under current Federal regulations, many in-
dustries, including the wood preserving indus-
try are required to report as generated haz-
ardous wastes, large quantities of reused ma-
terials. These materials are never disposed, 
yet are considered wastes. This bill provides a 
balanced, reasonable, and fair solution by 
amending the statutory definition of solid 
waste—under the Resource, Conservation, 
and Recovery Act [RCRA]—to clearly exempt 
material that is maintained and reused within 
the manufacturing process. 

RCRA was designed to encourage recycling 
and conservation. My bill would do this by re-
organizing industry’s extensive efforts to reuse 
materials. Any regulation promulgated under 
this act that discourages recycling should be 
eliminated. 

Only materials that are discarded should be 
regulated as wastes. My bill exempts recycled 
material from the definition of solid waste. 
These materials would only be subject to the 
solid waste regulations, and thus the haz-
ardous waste regulations, only if they are dis-
carded. In the wood treating industry, mate-
rials not completely reused on site are either 
treated and discharged under stringent Clean 
Water Act standards, or are removed from the 
process and appropriately managed under 
RCRA. However, materials that are not in-
tended for disposal, and do not become part 
of the waste disposal problem, should not be 
considered a hazardous waste. 

The hazardous waste designation creates a 
two-fold problem. First, it presents an incorrect 
picture of the waste generation trend of manu-
facturers, such as wood preservers. In public 
documents, it appears as if small plants gen-
erate millions of gallons of hazardous waste 
when, in fact, the majority of the material is re-
cycled and reused in the production process. 
Second, some States repeatedly tax the recy-
cled preservative solution as hazardous waste 
each time it is reused, resulting in large tax li-
abilities that do not reflect the true generation 
of hazardous waste. 
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My bill would ease the administrative burden 

on wood preserving facilities in my district and 
around the country, on the EPA, and on the 
States. It would also recognize the extensive 
environmental recycling efforts of not only the 
wood preserving industry, but of all affected 
industries. I hope to have sufficient support to 
bring this legislation to the House floor under 
the Regulatory Corrections Day process. 
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OCTOBER 6 IS GERMAN-AMERICAN 
DAY 

HON. MICHAEL PATRICK FLANAGAN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. FLANAGAN. Mr. Speaker, October 6 is 
German-American Day. Today, more than 57 
million Americans trace at least part of their 
ancestry to Germany. 

German-Americans have, since the arrival 
of the first German immigrants in Philadelphia, 
PA, on October 6, 1683, distinguished them-
selves by their loyalty to their new homeland 
and their contributions to the cultural and eco-
nomic life of the United States of America. 
German-Americans have supported America’s 
democratic principles and have dedicated 
themselves to the promotion of freedom for all 
people everywhere. 

The German-American Friendship Garden in 
Washington, DC, stands as a symbol of friend-
ly relations between the Federal Republic of 
Germany and the United States of America. 

We in Congress call upon all citizens of the 
United States of America to acknowledge the 
services and contributions of our German- 
American citizens and to celebrate German- 
American Day on the 6th of October. 
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WORLD MARITIME DAY 1995 

HON. BUD SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
inform my colleagues that World Maritime Day 
1995 is being observed this week. The theme 
for this year’s observance is ‘‘50th Anniversary 
of the United Nations: International Maritime 
Organization’s Achievements and Chal-
lenges.’’ The IMO was formed by an inter-
national convention in 1948, under the aus-
pices of the United Nations, and today has 
152 member States. 

Since 1948, the IMO has worked to protect 
human life and the environment by promoting 
specific international programs focused on 
safety of life at sea and the prevention of pol-
lution from ships. The U.S. Coast Guard, our 
country’s representative at the IMO, has tire-
lessly worked through the IMO to bring inter-
national maritime safety and pollution laws up 
to our high standards. In order to honor the 
past successes of the IMO and better educate 
my colleagues about the continuing efforts of 
this international organization in promoting 
safety and environmental protection the high 
seas, I would like to submit the statement of 
Mr. William A. O’Neil, secretary-general of the 
International Maritime Organization, for the 
RECORD. Mr. O’Neil’s remarks on this impor-

tant occasion discuss past IMO programs and 
the current challenges it faces in continuing to 
save lives at sea and reduce marine environ-
mental damages. 
A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZA-
TION 

(By Mr. William A. O’Neil) 
Fifty years ago the United Nations was 

created. When people consider the United 
Nations today, most think only of the head-
quarters in New York or peacekeeping mis-
sions around the world. Very few people 
know that the UN indeed has another side. 

This side, of course, consists of the special-
ized agencies of the UN system which deal 
with such matters as the development of 
telecommunications, the safety of aviation, 
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the im-
provements of education, the world’s weath-
er, and international shipping, the particular 
responsibility of the International Maritime 
Organization. 

IMO was established by means of a conven-
tion which was adopted under the auspices of 
the United Nations in 1948 and today has 152 
Member States. Its most important treaties 
cover more than 98% of world shipping. 

IMO succeeded in winning the support of 
the maritime world by being pragmatic, ef-
fective and above all by concentrating on the 
technical issues related to safety at sea and 
the prevention of pollution from ships, topics 
that are of most concern to its Member 
States. IMO’s priorities are often described 
in the slogan ‘‘safer shipping and cleaner 
oceans.’’ 

But today I do not want to focus on past 
successes. Instead I would like to talk to you 
about the future. Nobody can predict pre-
cisely what will happen in the shipping world 
during the next few years but there are indi-
cations that, from a safety point of view, we 
should be especially vigilant. 

The difficult economic conditions of the 
last two decades have discouraged ship-
owners from ordering new tonnage and there 
is evidence that, in some cases, the mainte-
nance of vessels has suffered. The combina-
tion of age and poor maintenance has obvi-
ous safety implications. Shipping as an in-
dustry is also undergoing great structural 
changes that have resulted in the fleets of 
the traditional flags declining in size while 
newer shipping nations have emerged. 

IMO has no vested interest in what flag a 
ship flies or what country its crew members 
come from. But we are interested in the 
quality of the operation. We certainly can 
have no objection to shipowners saving 
money—unless those savings are made at the 
expense of safety or the environment. If that 
happens then we are very concerned indeed. 

Until recently the indications were that 
IMO’s efforts to improve safety and reduce 
pollution were paying off. The rate of serious 
casualties was falling and the amount of oil 
and other pollutants entering the sea was de-
creasing quite dramatically. But recently 
there has been a disturbing rise in accidents 
and our fear is that, if nothing is done, the 
progress we have diligently fought for over 
the last few decades will be lost. To avert 
this danger IMO has taken a number of ac-
tions. 

We have set up a special sub-committee to 
improve the way IMO regulations are imple-
mented by flag States. 

We have encouraged the establishment of 
regional port State control arrangements so 
that all countries which have ratified IMO 
Conventions and have the right to inspect 
foreign ships to make sure that they meet 
IMO requirements can do this more effec-
tively. 

We have adopted a new mandatory Inter-
national Safety Management Code to im-

prove standards of management and espe-
cially to make sure that safety and environ-
mental issues are never overlooked or ig-
nored. 

We have recently adopted amendments to 
the convention dealing with standards of 
training, certification and watchkeeping for 
seafarers. The Convention has been modern-
ized and restructured, but most important of 
all, new provisions have been introduced 
which will help to make sure that the Con-
vention is properly implemented. 

When these and other measures are added 
together they make impressive package that 
should make a significant contribution to 
safety and pollution prevention in the years 
to come. But I think we need something 
more. 

IMO’s standards have been so widely adopt-
ed that they affect virtually every ship in 
the world. Therefore, in theory, the casualty 
and pollution rates of flag States should be 
roughly the same but in actual practice they 
vary enormously. That can only be because 
IMO regulations are put into effect dif-
ferently from country to country. The meas-
ures I have just outlined will help to even 
out some of these differences, but they will 
only really succeed if everybody involved in 
shipping wants them to. 

That sounds simple enough. Surely every-
body is interested in safety and the preven-
tion of pollution and will do what they can 
to promote them? To a certain degree per-
haps they are—but the degree of commit-
ment seems to vary considerably. The major-
ity of shipowners accept their responsibil-
ities and conduct their operations with in-
tegrity at the highest level. 

Some others quite deliberately move their 
ships to different trading routes if Govern-
ments introduce stricter inspections and 
controls; they would rather risk losing the 
ship and those on board then to undertake 
and pay for the cost of carrying out the re-
pairs they know to be necessary. Some Gov-
ernments are also quite happy to take the 
fees for registering ships under their flag, 
but fail to ensure that safety and environ-
mental standards are enforced. 

The idea that a ship would willingly be 
sent to sea in an unsafe condition and pose a 
danger to its crew is difficult to believe and 
yet it does happen. 

The reasons for this are partly historical. 
We have become so used to the risks involved 
in seafaring that we have come to see them 
as a cost that has to be paid, a price which 
is exacted for challenging the wrath of the 
oceans. We must change this attitude, this 
passive acceptance of the inevitability of dis-
aster. When a ship sinks we should all feel a 
sense of loss and failure, because accidents 
are not inevitable—they can and should be 
prevented. 

The actions taken by IMO during the last 
few years will undoubtedly help to improve 
safety and thereby save lives, but they will 
have an even more dramatic effect if they 
help to change the culture of all those en-
gaged in shipping and make safety not just a 
vague aspiration but a part of every day liv-
ing, so that it comes as second nature. This 
is a clear, precise target—a target that is 
within our grasp if we continue to put our 
minds and energies to the task. 

Fifty years ago, when the United Nations 
was being planned, few people believed that 
there would ever be an effective inter-
national organization devoted to shipping 
safety. But, in the same spirit that led to the 
founding of the United Nations, IMO itself 
was born. The vision which led to this has 
been realized and seafarers of the world have 
benefitted as a result. 

However, casualties still do occur and 
much remains to be done by IMO, by its 
Member Governments, by the shipping indus-
try and by the seafarers who crew the 
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